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right, of course, in saying that the settlement of the problem " should 
be in consonance with justice and international courtesy ", " fair to 
Californians ", and " fair to the Japanese residents, both aliens and 
American-born" (p. 186). They are also correct in urging that the 
Japanese in California must show willingness to become Americans, 
that the Japanese government must alter its policy of paternalism 
which extends too much care to Japanese domiciled and even born 
abroad, and that the United States must Americanize the Japanese. 
It is doubtful whether the authors are right in minimizing so greatly 
the part which a just treaty may have in effecting a settlement. It is 
still more doubtful whether it would be practicable to carry out their 
suggestion (pp. 188, 189) that a committee of Japanese and Amer- 
icans be formed to relieve the congestion of Japanese in California 
by distributing them through the other states of the Union, and that 
the committee be financed by the Japanese living in this country. 
However, strictures on a book which is on the whole so excellent, 
seem ungrateful. One's confidence in the possibility of a peaceable 
and just solution of the moot questions of Japanese-American rela- 
tions is confirmed by the appearance of as fair-minded and concilia- 
tory a volume from the pens of Japanese as that which the authors 
have given us. The book deserves a very wide reading. 

Kenneth Scon Latourette. 
Denison University, Granville, Ohio. 

Denmark, a Cooperative Commonwealth. By Frederic C. 
Howe. New York, Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1921. — ix, 
203 pp. 

In earlier writings Mr. Howe has registered strong disapproval of 
the policies and methods of most contemporary governments. In- 
deed, in the volume now under review he brackets the United States 
with England, France and Germany and asserts that in all of these 
lands the political state is in a bad way. " It commands ", he says, 
" little confidence. It does not function well. It is an imperialistic 
thing. It is an agency of classes and groups. It does not represent 
or aim to represent the great mass of the people. And it does very 
little to serve them." 

But in the little kingdom of Denmark he has at last found a con- 
dition of things meriting high praise. Here, we are told, is " one 
of the few countries in the world that is using its political agencies 
in an intelligent, conscious way for the promotion of the economic 
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well-being, the comfort, the cultural life of the people ". Here is 
" a demonstration of the possibilities of democracy, industrial as well 
as political ", which is " quite the most valuable political exhibit in 
the modern world " — an exhibit which ought to be visited by inves- 
tigators, studied by statesmen, and imitated by lawmakers and re- 
formers. And in upwards of a score of brief chapters Mr. Howe 
describes the features of Danish organization and life that have thus 
roused his admiration. 

Some of these features, e. g., the thrift of the people, spring from 
racial traits or natural endowments. Others are the fruit of eco- 
nomic experiment and progress, as for example the growth of the 
cooperative movement. Still others flow from political liberaliza- 
tion: the abolition of privilege, the upbuilding of social insurance 
systems, legislation tending to break up the land into small holdings, 
the establishment of free trade, the taxation of wealth and oppor- 
tunity rather than thrift and consumption. Discussion of most of 
the topics taken up is, however, so brief as to admit of only a few 
categorical statements, with perhaps a word of comparison. Social 
legislation is disposed of in a dozen small pages, taxation in a 
quarter less space than that ; which means that the book is, at best, 
only a sketch. 

It is not necessary to quarrel with the author over the socialistic 
slant of his thought in order to call attention to another serious 
defect of his handling of his subject. Denmark is an uncommonly 
well-governed and prosperous country. But its virtues and successes 
are not so transcendent as Mr. Howe would have us believe. One 
would have to read closely indeed to discover from his pages wherein 
the northern kingdom is still short of the millennium. Conversely, 
the achievements of other lands are too much discounted. The asser- 
tion that the state does very little to serve the masses in England, 
France and the United States is palpably untrue. Granted that it 
does not do enough, by any sort of standard it does much more 
than "very little". 

Extravagance of statement, on these lines, repeatedly mars the 
book, and the reader comes off with the feeling that an excellent 
opportunity to make a discriminating and substantial contribution to 
our knowledge of comparative political and economic experience has 
been taken advantage of but poorly. 

Frederic A. Ogg. 

University of Wisconsin. 



